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  American College  

of Surgeons Volunteerism Award 
   

Farming into the future 
 

 

Dr. Guy Theodore MD, 

FACS, traveled to California 

in October  to receive the 

Surgery Volunteerism 

Award from the American 

College of Surgeons.   

The title of his Monday 

speech “A Promise Made, 

a Promise Kept” denotes 

the struggles confronted in 

a country that has very 

limited resources and on 

the determination of one 

person to make a change 

despite all odds. When it 

comes to commitment, Dr. 

Guy stands among a few 

visionaries who see 

possibilities where others 

just stop trying.  

From helping to decrease 

maternal mortality and 

saving young lives, to 

increasing economic 

viability of a region, the 

institution he embraced at 

Hospital Bienfaisance 

remains the beacon of 

hope amidst devastation, 

political instability and a 

people whose spirit has 

faced one challenge after 

another. He knew that if 

he stood firm, prayed a lot, 

and kept his focus, it could 

be done. And Yes! He did it 

for over a quarter century 

of self sacrifice, dreaming 

big, and support from 

friends. 

 

 

Dr. Guy in California  

________________________ 

Farming into the Future 

________________________ 

A.C.S.  Surgery 

Volunteerism Award 

2008 

________________________ 

The Reason Is in Your Heart 

 

___ 

“Dr. Theodore voluntarily 

organizes and facilitates 

courses for local physicians 

to help enable the 

provision of quality health 

care throughout the 

country.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many things to 

be thankful for in the 

middle of crises that seem 

to come from everywhere. 

A farming project carries 

with it many uncertainties.  

And anyone who has 

placed a seed in the 

ground knows how much 

work goes into it before a 

seed sprouts. The 

satisfaction of teaching 

both children and adults 

the value of their land is 

perhaps one of the most 

exciting  ventures. 

Here are some young 

helpers preparing planting 

soil before seeding pots 

and  trenches.

 

 

Just as soon, additional 

rewards of seeing the 

results through rows of fresh 

marketable vegetables 

begin to show.

 

Most of the harvested 

produce supplies food for 

the patients at the hospital, 

while bringing economic 

vitality to the community at 

the same time. 
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FARMING INTO THE FUTURE 

 

Site supervisors pay 

frequent visits to the farm to 

receive updates from 

guardian and workers.  

 

Despite the many 

hurricanes, this season 

appears quite promising. 

To help boost the economy 

of the region, goat farming 

presents a ready means of 

assisting families with the 

donation of a pregnant 

goat. 

 

One goat provides milk, 

meat and serves as a tool 

to start on the way to mend 

the finances of a destitute 

family.  

Many families barely survive 

on $1.00 a day or less, while 

one gallon of fuel reached 

nearly $8.00.  Staple foods 

like corn, rice and flour are 

out of reach for many, and 

meat is hard to come by. 

Many childrens’ memory of 

a daily bread becomes a 

reverie of a distant past.  

 

PLEASE HELP! 

 

You can provide food for a 

child, medication for an 

ailing patient, or supplies to 

keep alive one mother’s  

last hope of touching her 

newborn baby.  

 

Speechless, this crowd of 

volunteers listens to 

instructions from an 

emergency relief agent. 

 

 

 

 

Go online to 

www.promiseforhaiti.org 

And make a donation to 

help save lives and renew 

the hopes of a people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take a minute to consider 

the plight of those 8 million 

people.  Many have nearly 

lost everything, yet they go 

on keeping the faith that a 

helpful hand is near. 

Can you pledge to send a 

regular contribution? Only 

then can the mission find 

the means to plan, project, 

and budget for the needs 

of these communities. 

Just think about how 

stressed we are, these days, 

in our blessed country of 

U.S.A, and you can then 

imagine what goes through 

the mind of a Haitian 

parent every single day. 

And what do children 

dream of over there? 

 

 

 

Please Select a 

Contribution Amount:  

____   $100.00  

____  $500.00 

____  $1,000.00   

____  $5,000.00 

____  $10,000.00  

Let your heart be your 

guide and dream of the 

lives you help save. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Helping a child see a brighter  

tomorrow 

 

http://www.promiseforhaiti.org/
http://haitimedicalmission.info/haiti2008/haiti2008-Pages/Image46.html
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THE  REASON IS  IN  YOUR  HEART 
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 PROMISE for HAITI is a 501 (c) 

3 philanthropic organization 

dedicated to Healthcare, 

Education, Clean Water, 

Agriculture and Economic 

Development .  

 

Our vision is to offer 

comprehensive public health 

services, including human 

immunodeficiency virus care, 

dental and eye care, 

midwifery, clean water and 

sanitation initiatives, 

education, microfinance and 

development programs in 

and around Pignon. 

 

 

 

”…where do we go from 

here?”  

 

A longtime traveler 

returning to Pignon and the 

remote towns around the 

area can not realize the 

changes that have taken 

place in this needy region 

since the early 1980s. The 

first wave of change must 

have been dramatic when 

Dr. Guy and the mission 

volunteers took a place 

that was one of the most 

backward of Haiti and 

changed it to a hub of 

hope.  Now, where once 

stood a shack, first 

appeared a clinic, then a 

building, then two… an 

institution was erected. 

Now a town of 30,000 

people strives; a region of 

160,000 finds hope. 

 

More recently, we have 

witnessed the installation of 

state-of the-art technology 

to save lives.  Drying weeds 

are transformed into viable 

farming land producing 

vegetables, corn, trees and 

fruit trees.  Churches and 

schools are everywhere 

and small entrepreneurs 

start to scrape a living. 

 

The whole buzz is just 

because of a hospital,.. 

 

 
We will get him there too… 

 

The truth is since the 

disasters, more and more 

patients are coming to the 

hospital.  Indigents cannot 

be turned away! That is the 

policy at Bienfaisance 

Hospital.  

 

Patients that can afford 

private wards do not even 

pay enough to help cover 

indigent care. Fuel has 

increased, food is rare, and 

cost of medicines is high.   

 

 

Ever since Dr. Guy 

envisioned a self-sustaining 

community some twenty 

five years ago, the fever 

caught everyone from east 

to west, north to south. 

Many similar projects, good 

or bad, started taking root 

in various locations.   

 

Dr. Guy’s many sacrifices 

led to one of the most 

successful models of 

community advocacy.  As 

he continues to build 

Hospital Bienfaisance de 

Pignon he has received the 

endorsement of national 

and international 

organizations.  Every year 

Dr. Guy receives accolades 

of friends and colleagues, 

and awards for his 

exemplary mission.  

 

When fate took the young 

Guy Theodore away from 

Pignon, a promise was 

placed in his heart. He kept 

it and continued to 

encourage others to see 

what he dreamt possible. 

 

 

 
  

That is why it is important to 

keep the dream alive.  He 

needs your help. The 

mission needs to have 

resources and finances to 

continue.  Many are the 

friends who have 

encouraged him and 

sacrificed time, energy and 

finances to see this through.  

 

The work has been great.  

The hospital has changed 

the face of the region.  

Hope had returned in a 

region that might have 

disappeared from the map 

of Haiti. Children are finding 

the doors to education. 

And there is so much more 

to do!  That is why you are 

receiving this Newsletter.  It 

is our hope that you will be 

moved by the Lord’s 

command to help those in 

need. 

 

 

Measure not what you are 

giving.  Instead, imagine a 

change you know is 

possible in lives you have 

no other reason to treasure 

other than a promise to a 

FRIEND above.  

 

 

 
Thanks to volunteers from Fargo, 

ND, this young man has a new 

leg and can finally walk. 
 

 

 

 

# # # 

 

 

 
 

 
I smile until it doesn’t hurt 

anymore. Thanks for your 

smile…! 

 

http://haitimedicalmission.info/haiti2008/haiti2008-Pages/Image121.html
http://haitimedicalmission.info/haiti2008/haiti2008-Pages/Image166.html
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Christian Mission of 

Pignon (CMP) has a 

new name.  

 

Visit us at :  

www.promiseforhaiti.org 
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 INC.              813-843-3878 
 

4402 HOWELL PL. 

NASHVILLE, TN 37205                                                          WWW.PROMISEFORHAITI.ORG 

 

   
 

The truth is since the disasters, more and more patients are coming to the hospital.   

Indigents cannot be turned away. 

 
Please Send Your Generous Contribution to PROMISE for HAITI 4402 Howell Pl. Nashville, TN 37205, 

, INC. 
 

4402 HOWELL PL. 

NASHVILLE, TN 37205 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

http://www.promiseforhaiti.org/
http://haitimedicalmission.info/haiti2008/haiti2008-Pages/Image166.html

